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Foreword 

This standard replaces the relevant part of Announcement No.235 "Maximum 
residue limits of veterinary drugs in food-producing animals", of the Ministry of 
Agriculture. 

Compared with the Announcement No.235 of the Ministry of Agriculture, the 
main changes of this standard are as follows: 

- ADD the term definitions of "Edible offal" and "All other food-producing 
animals"; 

- ADD 13 kinds of veterinary drugs, including avilamycin, as well as their 
residue limits; 

- ADD the residue limits of 28 veterinary drugs, including albendazole; 

- ADD acceptable daily intake of 15 veterinary drugs, including amoxicillin; 

- ADD 73 kinds of veterinary drugs, which are allowed to be used in food-
producing animals, such as acetic acid, BUT do not need to establish 
residue limits; 

- REVISE the Chinese or English names of 17 veterinary drugs, including 
acetyl isovaleryl tylosin; 

- REVISE the acceptable daily intake of 9 veterinary drugs, including 
apramycin; 

- REVISE the residual markers of 15 veterinary drugs, including albendazole; 

- REVISE the target tissues and residue limits of 29 veterinary drugs, 
including abamectin; 

- REVISE the requirements on the use of 23 veterinary drugs, including 
amoxicillin; 

- DELETE the residue limit of coumaphos; 

- DELETE 6 veterinary drugs that are allowed to be used in food-producing 
animals, BUT do not need to establish residue limits, such as amprolium; 

- The list of prohibited drugs and compounds is no longer included. 
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National food safety standard - Maximum residue 

limits for veterinary drugs in foods 

1 Scope 

This standard specifies the maximum residue limits of 104 kinds (categories) of 
veterinary drugs, such as albendazole, in animal derived foods; specifies 154 
veterinary drugs that are allowed to be used in food-producing animals, but do 
not require establishing a residue limit, such as acetic acid; specifies 9 kinds of 
veterinary drugs that are allowed to be used for therapeutic purposes BUT must 
not be detected in food-producing animals, such as chlorpromazine. 

This standard applies to animal derived foods, which are related to maximum 
residue limits. 

2 Normative references 

The following documents are essential to the application of this document. For 
the dated documents, only the versions with the dates indicated are applicable 
to this document; for the undated documents, only the latest version (including 
all the amendments) is applicable to this standard. 

3 Terms and definitions 

The following terms and definitions apply to this standard. 

3.1 Veterinary drug residue 

Refers to the residue of all drug-related substances, in any edible part of the 
animal products, after the drug is used for food-producing animals, including 
the original form of the drug or/and its metabolites. 

3.2 Total residue 

Refers to the original form of the drug or/and the sum of all its metabolites, 
in any edible part of the animal product, after the drug is administered to 
food-producing animals. 
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3.3 Acceptable daily intake (ADI) 

It refers to the amount of a certain substance, which is ingested from food or 
drinking water every day, during a person's life, without obvious harm to his 
health. It is calculated on the basis of human body weight; the unit is µg/kg 
of body weight. 

3.4 Maximum residue limit (MRL) 

After the drug is administered to food-producing animals, the maximum 
amount/concentration of the veterinary drug residue, which is allowed to 
exist on the surface or inside of the food (in terms of fresh weight, expressed 
as µg/kg). 

3.5 Food-producing animal 

All animal species, for human consumption, OR their products, for human 
consumption. 

3.6 Fish 

Refers to aquatic cold-blooded animals, including Pisces, Elasmobranchs, 
Cyclostomes, excluding aquatic mammals, invertebrates, amphibians. 
However, it shall be noted that this definition can be applied to certain 
invertebrates, especially cephalopods. 

3.7 Poultry 

Domesticated poultry, including chickens, turkeys, ducks, geese, pigeons, 
quails. 

3.8 Animal derived food 

Animal tissues for human consumption AND primary animal products, such 
as eggs, milk, honey. 

3.9 Edible Tissues 

All edible animal tissues, including muscle, fat, liver, kidney and other organs. 
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3.10 Skin with fat 

Edible skin with fat. 

3.11 Muscle with skin 

Generally, it refers to the muscle tissue, which has skin, of fish. 

3.12 Byproducts 

All edible tissues, except muscle and fat, including liver, kidney, etc. 

3.13 Edible offal 

Edible parts, except muscle, fat, liver, kidney. 

3.14 Muscle 

Refers to muscle tissue only. 

3.15 Egg 

Shell eggs, which are produced by domestic hens. 

3.16 Milk 

Milk, which is secreted from normal breasts, through one or more milking, 
without additions or extractions. This term can also be used for milk, which 
has been processed without changing its composition, OR milk, which has 
been standardized for fat content, in accordance with national legislation. 

3.17 All other food-producing species 

All food-producing species, other than those clearly specified under each 
species. 
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